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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 


No historian of the eastern Islamic world is unfamiliar with the 
works of Vasilii Vladimirovich Bartol’d (1869-1930), or Wilhelm 
Barthold, as his name was orginally rendered in the Germano- 
Russian milieu into which he was born. His magnum opus, the 
work based on his St. Petersburg doctoral thesis, Turkestan down to 
the Mongol Invasion, appeared in English in the Gibb Memorial 
Series in 1928, and with an extra, hitherto unpublished chapter, 
again in 1968. The late Professor V. and Mrs. T. Minorsky per- 
formed a valuable service in 1958-1962 by translating as Four Studies 
on the History of Central Asia (in fact, five studies) Barthold’s A Short 
History of Turkestan, History of the Semirechyé, Ulugh-Beg, Mir ‘Ali Shir, 
and A History of the Turkman People.The lectures that Barthold gave 
in Turkish at Istanbul in 1926 are available in both German and 
French versions (Zwölf Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Türken 
Mittelasiens, 1935, and Histoire des Turcs d’Asie Centrale, 1945). A 
general work on Asian exploration and the evolution of oriental 
studies appeared in French in 1947, La découverte de l'Asie, histoire 
de l'orientalisme en Europe et en Russie. Various other lesser works 
have been translated into western languages and into Arabic, Per- 
sian, and Turkish; Barthold wrote certain of his articles in the 
language of his family background, German; and the large number 
of articles that he wrote for the first edition of the Encyclopaedia of 
Islam (many of them now updated and included in the new edition) 
are also widely available to the non-Russophone reader. But al- 
though the work of translation has gone on steadily in the half- 
century since Barthold's death, these works still represent only a 
small part of his total oeuvre, extending over some forty years; the 
Collected Works (Sochineniia) that appeared at Moscow between 1963 
and 1977 (comprising ten parts in nine volumes) amount to over 
7,000 large pages. 

The stature of the man emerges from these bare statistics and 
the recounting of titles. The lands of eastern Islam, from Iran to 
Afghanistan and Central Asia, were Barthold's particular sphere 
of interest, and above all the latter, for the Russian advance into 
Central Asia during the later nineteenth century opened up for 
Russian scholars exciting possibilities of historical and archaeolog- 
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ical investigation, whereas earlier European travelers to places like 
Khiva, Bukhara, and Samargand had had to contend with capri- 
cious and barbaric local potentates who hardly observed the inter- 
national conventions of behavior toward accredited diplomats, let 
alone toward free-lance travelers and researchers, figures of sus- 
picion at the best of times. Barthold realized early in his scholarly 
career at the University of St. Petersburg, where he lectured from 
1896 onward, that the investigation of the history, topography, and 
antiquities of Central Asia offered a field similar to that opened 
up in the Indian subcontinent in the late eighteenth century for 
British scholars. Barthold made almost annual field trips to Central 
Asia starting in 1893, undeterred by the fact that in that first year, 
on a journey to Semirechye, he broke his leg and had to return to 
Tashkent for medical treatment. In the 1920s, he was much in 
demand by the various Soviet republics that had by 1924 emerged 
in Central Asia after the final extinguishing of nationalist and sep- 
aratist aspirations there, to write local histories and accounts of the 
different Turkish peoples of the republics. Both in the Tsarist 
period and after, Barthold was insistent that Russian officials, trad- 
ers, soldiers, and so on working in Central Asia should busy them- 
selves in their spare time with the study of the region, recognizing 
how much invaluable work had been done for our knowledge of 
Indian geography, society, and history by successive generations of 
devoted British administrators and soldiers. 

Central Asia has always been at the receiving end of religious, 
cultural, and other influences, rather than being a spontaneously 
creative region, and it is this receptiveness to an assortment of 
outside civilizations—including those of China, India, the Middle 
East—that makes the study of Central Asia and the interaction of 
these strands such a fascinating one. It does, however, make strin- 
gent demands on the scholar who would devote himself to Inner 
Asia, not least in the matter of linguistic equipment; hence the 
rarity of the multilingual Marquarts and Pelliots. Barthold's con- 
cern was more particularly Islamic Central Asia, and his skills lay 
chiefly in the sphere of the three great Islamic languages, Arabic, 
Persian, and Turkish. He was an exacting philologist, fully cog- 
nizant of the truism not always appreciated today that without 
philological expertise the would-be specialist in the Middle East, or 
for that matter, in any part of Asia, is as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. Accompanying his Turkestan when it appeared in 1898- 
1900 was a volume of texts, most of them edited for the first time 
by Barthold from manuscripts bristling with linguistic problems 
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and difficulties of interpretation; many of these texts, such as Gar- 
dizi's Zayn al-akhbär, ' Awfi's Jawami' al-hikäyät, and Isfizari’s Rawdät 
al-jannät, have since been published, but here, as in so many spheres, 
Barthold was the pioneer. 

One of those great civilizations that have profoundly affected 
Central Asia is the Iranian, for out of Iran such faiths as Zoroas- 
trianism, Manicheism, Nestorian Christianity, and most recently 
Islam have been mediated to the Asian heartland. If only because 
a knowledge of Iranian civilization was a necessary adjunct to the 
understanding of Central Asia, Barthold was bound to be attracted 
to the study of Iran, a land with which Russia had already long 
been in intimate political, military, and commercial contact. Two 
of his major works, indeed, deal with it, the one translated here, 
and /ran, a Historical Survey, and both will now be available in Eng- 
lish (a translation of the latter appeared at Bombay in about 1939). 

Barthold's basic attitude to history was, as Professor Yuri Bregel 
has pointed out in a percipient study that should be read in con- 
junction with this present Introduction,! that of nineteenth-century 
German positivist historiography, with the evolution of mankind 
viewed as a convergence of originally distinct human societies through 
the diffusion of culturally more advanced societies to the less ad- 
vanced. It was in the light of this process that he viewed such diverse 
phenomena as religion, the growth of world empires, the devel- 
opment of urban life, and the spread of international trade, and 
that he viewed with favor the missions civilisatrices of the imperial 
powers of his time, whether Britain in India and Africa or Russia 
in Central Asia, Siberia, and the Caucasus. It was, indeed, Bar- 
thold's intellectual support for the Imperial Russian mission in 
Central Asia (one whose positive achievements were appreciated 
at the time by outside observers such as Schuyler and Curzon) that 
eventually contributed to a fuller rehabilitation of his work in post- 
Stalinist Soviet Russia. For although Barthold, as a Russian patriot, 
had stayed on in Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution, he gave no 
assent to Communism and regarded Marx as an unhistorical, un- 
scientific figure whose ideas had no relevance for oriental studies; 
he had never become a nonperson in Soviet scholarship, but his 
works had been somewhat neglected or cited only selectively and 
misleadingly in some quarters, above all in the Central Asian Soviet 
Republics. 

The Historical Geography of Iran is essentially an analytical and 


! "Barthold and Modern Oriental Studies," IJMES, XII (1980), 385-403. 
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descriptive work rather than an attempt at synthesis. Barthold was 
conscious of the backwardness of oriental studies in the identifi- 
cation and evaluation of the basic sources, compared with long- 
established disciplines such as classical studies and European lit- 
erature and history. He held that the critical study of these basic 
sources was necessary before any meaningful grand syntheses could 
be made. Iran, with its successive great empires—those of the 
Achaemenids, Parthians, Säsänids, and Muslims—its diverse faiths 
and its fine literary and artistic achievements, was already much 
more sharply focussed for the scholar than was Central Asia, but 
the historical geography of Iran, apart from groundwork done by 
such scholars as Tomaschek, had been hardly explored. As it hap- 
pened, while Barthold was working on his book, two German schol- 
ars were also putting together outstanding contributions to this 
very subject, though from very different angles. Josef Marquart (a 
scholar whom Barthold felt to be to some extent a rival to himself, 
with their overlapping interests, and one whose wide-ranging spec- 
ulations, even at times lucubrations, Barthold felt were often not 
sufficiently firmly grounded in reality) in his Erdnšahr nach der Geo- 
graphie des Ps. Moses Xorenac'i (1901) gave a translation of a brief 
and jejune Armenian geographical work enriched by a commentary 
of amazing erudition; and Paul Schwarz was embarking on his Iran 
in Mittelalter (1896-1936), a patient synthesis of all the information 
available in the medieval Islamic geographers but without any at- 
tempt at interpretation. These works Barthold was able to draw 
upon substantially only for his additional notes, but his own book 
stands as a parallel, though completely independent achievement, 
and has the additional advantage of providing a successful blend 
of classical, medieval Islamic, and modern European information 
on his subject. 

For sources, Barthold accordingly drew upon the results of a 
patient sifting by earlier Iranists of the classical—above all Greek— 
sources on Iran; and then, for the earlier Islamic centuries, upon 
the corpus of ninth- and tenth-century Arabic geographical texts 
collected by M. J. de Goeje in his Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum 
(1870-1894), supplemented by Yàqüt's Mu jam al-buldän. For the 
period of the Saljugs, Mongols, Timürids, and so on, he had texts 
by authors such as Nasawi, Juwayni, “Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi, 
and Hafiz-i Abrü, in the exploitation of which Barthold was often 
a trailblazer. For the period up to the present, for which primary 
historical sources in Persian or Arabic become sparser, he utilized 
fully the many European travelers, diplomatic envoys, merchants, 


xii 


EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION 


members of religious orders, and so on who traveled within Iran, 
being thereby able, through the citation of such recent observers 
as I. N. Berezin, E. G. Browne, the Hon. G. N. Curzon, and A. V. 
Williams Jackson, to make his survey entirely up to date. It is not 
surprising that Barthold is particularly full on Khuräsän and the 
northeastern fringes of Iran, for Russian travelers and scholars had 
done much valuable spadework here for him; but the breadth of 
his treatment of other provinces such as Färs and Azerbaijan shows 
that his mastery of the source material extended to the whole of 
historic Iran, including Mesopotamia, that at various epochs has 
formed part of the empires of Iran. 

The basic sources for the medieval Islamic period have not been 
greatly enlarged since Barthold's time. Since it was only in 1922 
that A.Z.V. Togan discovered at Mashhad a manuscript of the Arab 
traveler Abo Dulaf al-Khazraji's second risala on his travels in north- 
ern and western Iran, Barthold was not able to draw upon this, 
although he was of course aware of the numerous citations from 
this work in Yàqüt; I have therefore added the relevant references 
to Minorsky's 1955 edition and translation of the risäla. Also, Bar- 
thold naturally knew of the anonymous Persian geographical work 
from the late tenth century, the Hudüd al-'àlam, acquired by Cap- 
tain A. G. Tumanskii at Bukhara in 1893, and whose text he was 
later to edit and to have published posthumously (1930). But in 
the earlier period, he was only able to quote to a limited extent 
from a photographic copy, so that ampler references to the English 
translation and monumental commentary of Minorsky (1937) have 
been added by Livshits. 

Finally, one should mention that a Persian translation of the 
Historical Geography of Iran was published at Tehran in 1930 by 
Sardädwar; it is now very hard to find,? and it may be fairly claimed 
that the present translation will for the first time make available to 
western readers one of the masterworks of a giant of oriental stud- 
ies. 


THE translation has been made by Dr. Svat Soucek from the text 
of the Istoriko-geograficheskii obzor Irana given in Vol. VII of Bar- 
thold's Sechineniia (Moscow, 1971), pp. 31-225, a volume provided 
with a lengthy Introduction (pp. 5-28) by Dr. V. A. Livshits. Bar- 
thold's original text is liberally sprinkled with quotations from Ar- 


? My colleague, Mr. Mohsen Ashtiany, tells me that it has, however, recently been 
reprinted in Iran. 
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abic, Persian, and Turkish sources given in the original Arabic 
script. These also have been translated; citations from classical Greek 
authors have been left in the original script. 

The notes are an exceedingly valuable feature of this 1971 edi- 
tion, but as translated in this present work they represent a pal- 
impsest, as it were, of different layers by different hands. Barthold's 
original notes, given with the 1903 original text, were brief and 
largely confined to the citation of oriental texts used for the work. 
But as was his custom with other major works, over the years Bar- 
thold accumulated, out of his own reading and in some instances 
his closer personal acquaintance with the actual terrain, a rich col- 
lection of further references. Facsimile examples of Barthold's notes 
are given by Livshits at pp. 22-26 of his Introduction. Livshits has 
integrated these with the notes of the original edition (leaving them, 
in many cases, in their terse, elliptical, notelike form), and in the 
present translation, these are not otherwise distinguished; anyone 
who wishes to disentangle the 1903 notes from the subsequent ones 
can easily do so from the Sochineniia text. Livshits has, however, 
vastly increased the value of the latter text by adding his own 
extensive annotation, comprising in the main relevant works that 
appeared during the years 1930-1967. In the present translation, 
these are marked off by angle brackets, thus: (. . A. The final layer 
is that of my own notes, references to works that have either ap- 
peared since 1967 or that were published earlier but were appar- 
ently not available to Livshits in the Soviet Union. Furthermore, 
references to translations of texts into western European languages, 
for example to Yule's translation of Marco Polo and to Le Strange's 
one of Clavijo's Embassy to Tamerlane, have been given where Bar- 
thold cited only Russian translations. These additions of my own 
have been placed within square brackets, thus: [. ..] when they 
represent insertions within or additions to existing notes. Where a 
few notes have been inserted at fresh points in Barthold's text, 
these are indicated by letters, thus: a, b, c, etc. In general, however, 
I have sought not to overload still further an already substantial 
weight of annotation. 

The bibliography given at the end of this book is a select one. 
Volume VII of the Sochineniia contains a bibliography of truly gar- 
gantuan dimensions (87 pages), although this also refers, it is true, 
to the other contents of the volume (Iran, a Historical Survey, some 
review articles and shorter articles, and some Encyclopaedia of Islam 
articles). The system that I have adopted within the body of the 
translation is to give the full title and bibliographical details when 
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the work in question does not appear in the bibliography. The 
naturally very numerous Russian works cited by Barthold are usu- 
ally given by short title only and without full bibliographical details. 
Sergei Shuiskii has assembled a bibliography of Russian works that 
gives the full references; this follows the main bibliography. 

For measurements and distances, Barthold wisely did not attempt 
to reduce the figures given in his sources to a common denomi- 
nator; hence one finds metric measurements side-by-side with, for 
example, English miles and the traditional Russian units. The reader 
may therefore find it useful to note that a verst is approximately 
a kilometer or 3,500 English feet in length, an arshin 28 inches in 
length, and a desiatina 2.7 acres in area. 


C. E. BOSWORTH 
December 1981 
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THE purpose of this work is to present a brief survey of the ge- 
ography of Iran, to dwell in greater detail on the sites that were at 
various historical periods the centers of life, and to determine, as 
far as possible, the degree of dependence of this life on geograph- 
ical circumstances. 

“Iran” as a geographical term denotes an elevated plateau, bor- 
dering on the north and northeast the basins of the Caspian and 
Aral seas, and on the west, south, and southeast, the basin of the 
Indian ocean. The country is one of the so-called interior, land- 
locked basins, whose characteristic peculiarities have been best de- 
scribed by F. Richthofen in his book on China.! The main differ- 
ence between these basins and the ocean-drained or peripheral 
ones is that in the former, all the products of mechanical or chemical 
decomposition (through the action of water, wind, and so on) re- 
main within the region, whereas in the latter they are carried away 
into the sea; in the former the accumulation of such deposits grad- 
ually effaces the unevenness of the soil and is instrumental in its 
leveling, whereas in the latter the deposits pile up along the coasts 
and further the formation of deltas and the raising of sea bottoms; 
the waters that pass through a country on the way to the sea erode 
the soil more and more, and the unevenness of the latter becomes 
ever more sharply pronounced. This is, then, how in closed basins 
the compartmentalization of the surface gradually diminishes, 
whereas in the peripheral ones it increases. Lack of moisture in 
landlocked basins, however, allows only a minor part of the coun- 
try’s surface to be cultivated, and this hinders a solid and lasting 
development of culture and civilization; for these reasons land- 
locked basins sharply differ from the peripheral ones not only in 
geography but also in history. 

The Iranian plateau is one of such interior basins with an ex- 
tremely dry climate.? Except in a few mountain areas, agriculture 


AE, Fr. von Richthofen, China. Ergebnisse eigener Reisen und darauf gegründeter 
Studien (Berlin, 1877), 1. Theil, 6-21.)) 

* For the absence of change in the climate during the last millennium, cf. 
W. 'Tomaschek, "Zur historischen Topographie, 11," pp. 561-62; Polybius, X, 28, 
3 cited by L. S. Berg, "Ob izmeneniiakh klimata v istoricheskuiu epokhu," Zemle- 
vedenie (1911), book III, p. 80. 
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is possible here only through irrigation; for this reason all the rivers, 
except for the most important ones, are divided up into irrigation 
canals as soon as they leave the mountains. Their remaining waters 
disappear in the sands. Civilization is of necessity concentrated 
along the fringes of the mountains that cut through the plateau. 
For these same reasons, the geographical borders of Iran could not 
coincide with the political and ethnic ones. The fact that almost the 
entire interior of the country is unsuitable for sedentary civilization 
could not but force the Iranians to settle areas neighboring the 
oceanic and Aralo-Caspian basins. The easternmost branch of the 
Iranians, the Afghans, now live chiefly in the basin of the Indus, 
whereas the westernmost one, the Kurds, live in that of the Tigris. 
These were the approximate limits within which lived the historical 
Iranians,* as a result of which F. Spiegel, the author of a voluminous 
(now already somewhat dated) work on Iran, considered it possible 
to give his book the following title: Érán, das Land zwischen dem Indus 
und Tigris. 

In the ethnic sense, the term “Iranians,” as is well known, denotes 
that branch of the Aryans who are closely related to those of India. 
The oldest monuments of Indian and Iranian literatures are lin- 
guistically so similar that an attempt has even been made to recon- 
struct, in general terms, the language spoken by the proto-historical 
common ancestors of the Iranians and Indians. H. Oldenberg in 
his book Aus Indien und Iran remarks that "we can trace down to 
individual details the processes through which that language, not 
a single word of which has been preserved by history, developed 
to the southeast of the Hindu Kush into the dialect of the Vedas, 
and to the southwest of these same mountains into that of the 
Avesta."5 Of the two branches of the Asian Aryans—the Indians 
and Iranians—the Indians received their ethnic characteristics, it 
would seem, only in the country on that side of the Hindu Kush: 
there are no traces of Indians inhabiting the area to the north of 
these mountains. On the other hand, the Iranians, in the opinion 
of today's scholars, had at one time occupied a considerable portion 
of southern Russia and all of Turkestan, both western, present- 
day Russian, Turkestan and eastern Turkestan, that is, the Tarim 


* (For the present-day limits of the spread of the Iranian languages, see Oranskii, 
Vvedemie, p. 288.) | 

* In the Kitab al-Fihrist, ed. G. Flügel, I, 182, Sughd was called Iran al-A'‘la, "Upper 
Iran"; see Ross-Gauthiot, “De l'alphabet soghdien," JA, ser. 10, vol. XVII (1911), 
532. 

> (H. Oldenberg, Aus Indien und Iran (Berlin, 1899), pp. 137-38.) 
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basin. The languages spoken in this entire area already had the 
characteristic features of the Iranian idiom, not those of the proto- 
historical Indo-Iranian tongue. Both this fact and the few historical 
data available to us—the latter partly set out in F. A. Braun's mag- 
isterial dissertation Razyskaniia v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenii 
(“Researches in the Field of Gotho-Slavic Relations"] —make us 
suppose that the movement of the Iranians, after their separation 
from the Indians, proceeded from east to west rather than vice 
versa; the Iranians migrated into present-day Persia, most proba- 
bly, also from the east," and prior to their irruption there they 
reached a certain degree of cultural development in regions in- 
cluded today within the borders of Afghanistan. Here, in the basin 
of the Ama Darya and of other rivers that flow from the high 
mountain ranges that constitute that eastern limit of the Iranian 
plateau, the conditions of irrigation are somewhat more propitious 
than in the western part of Iran, for the high snow-clad mountain 
crests give rise to vigorous rivers. The traveler Ferrier, who in the 
years 1845-1846 crossed Persia and Afghanistan, states that through 
the area from Kermanshah, the principal town of Persian Kurdis- 
tàn, to the Hari Rüd river, which represents the border of Persia 
and Afghanistan, he had to cross only brooks (ruisseaux); the Hari 
Rüd was the first river "a laquelle on puisse donner le nom de 
riviere.”® According to Ferrier again, the Hilmand is the only water 
course in the entire area from the Tigris to the Indus that deserves 
the appellation of a full-fledged river (fleuve).? 


$ F. A. Braun, Razyskanita v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenu. I. Goty i 1kh sosedi do 
V veha. Pervyi period: Goty na Visle (Saint Petersburg, 1899), pp. 77, 90, 96 (Sborntk 
ORIAS = Otdelenie russkogo tazyka 1 slovesnosti Imp. Akademii nauk, vol. XIV, no. 12). 

? (For the possible routes of the movement of Iranian tribes into the territory of 
the Iranian plateau, see R. Ghirshman, L'Iran des origines à l'Islam (Paris, 1951), pp. 
58 ff., I. D'iakonov, Istoria Midu, pp. 124-125, 1249-50; E. A. Grantovskii, “Drev- 
neiranskoe etnicheskoe nazvanie "Parsava-Parsa," in Kratke soobshchenua Instituta 
narodov Azi AN SSSR, fasc. XXX (1961), pp. 3-19; V. I. Abaev, Skifo-evropeishte 
izoglosy na styke Vostoka ı Zapada (Moscow, 1961), pp. 122-24; M. Mayrhofer, Die Indo- 
Arier im alten Vorderasien (mit einer analytischen Bibliographie) (Wiesbaden, 1966); 
V. M. Masson, Sredniata Aziia 1 Drevnii Vostok (Moscow and Leningrad, 1964), pp. 
395-449.) 

? Voyages, 1, 269. 

? For the link between the lack of water and the absence of snow-clad mountains, 
see letter from A. D. Kalmykov. 


CHAPTER XIV 





Azerbaijan and Armenia 


AZERBAIJAN or more exactly Ädharbäyjän, constituted in antiquity 
the northwestern part of Media; it acquired an importance of its 
own only after the death of Alexander of Macedonia, when the 
Persian Atropates, sent by Alexander in 328 s.c. as a satrap to 
Media, asserted himself there. Atropates succeeded in establishing 
a modest kingdom that received his name (Atropatene in Greek, 
Atrpatakan in Armenian, whence Azerbaijan); this small state is 
noteworthy as the first manifestation of the reaction of the Iranian 
element against the Greek conquest and against the irruption of 
Greek civilization. The capital of the region, Tafa or Tačaxa in 
classical sources, Gandzak or Ganzak in the Armenian and Syriac 
ones, that is, Persian Ganjak, in Arabic sources Gaznä (with a me- 
tathesis) or Janza,! was at that time the main religious center; the 
town or its surrounding area was called by the Arabs also al-Shiz. 
There was a temple of the fire worshipers there, to which, according 
to tradition, the Persian kings of the Säsänid dynasty had, on their 
accession, to perform a pilgrimage on foot from Mada'in.? The 
location of the town is indicated by the ruins of Takht-i Sulaymàn, 
southeast of Marägha. The Arab geographers mention, as the for- 
mer capital and military camp of the region, only this latter town, 
located south of the high mountain of Sahand on the bank of a 
stream that flows from this mountain into Lake Urmiya. The town 
became a military camp with the arrival of the Arabs, and received 

its name from them. Yàqüt mentions the old Persian name of the 
town: Afräzah-Rüdh;? the Arabic word marägha from the root m- 


! Marquart, Eränsahr, p. 108. V. V. Minorsky, “New Light on the Shaddädids of 
Ganja," in Studies in Caucasian History, pp. 1-77. 

? Ibn Khurradadhbih, tr. p. 91, cf. Yaqut, Mu jam, II, 353 ff. s.v. "Shiz." Legend 
about Jesus; cf. Barthold, "K voprosu o polumesiatse," pp. 476 ff. (Soch. VI, 490 
ff.) and also Ibn Rusta, p. 74 line 18. For Shiz, cf. also Le Strange, The Lands, p. 
224, after Hamd Alläh Mustawfi Qazwini—construction by Abaqa and legend about 
the constructions of Kay Khusraw. Abü Dulaf, Travels in Iran, tr. pp. 32-33, ##5- 
7, comm. pp. 68-70; Barthold and Boyle, EP, art. "Gandja." 

3 [n Ibn al-Faqih, p. 284; tr. p. 341. Afräh-rüdh and likewise Balädhuri, p. 330 
n, 2. 
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r-gh (in the Vth form, tamarragha, “to graze”) means “pastureland 
for horses" (lit. “place where horses wallow on the ground").* Here 
was the headquarters of the Arab governor of Azerbaijan and Ar- 
menia. Mountains protect Marägha from northern winds, as a re- 
sult of which agriculture and especially horticulture became quite 
well developed, but the climate was considered unhealthy. In the 
Mongol period an observatory for the famous astronomer Nasir 
al-Din Tüsi, who compiled here his tables, the Zij-i Ilkhäni, was built 
on the hill north of the town; the observatory was joined by a library 
that contained most of the books seized after the taking of Baghdad. 
The instruments of the observatory cost 20,000 dinars; in addition 
to Persian astronomers, Chinese ones also worked here, from whom 
Nasir al-Din obtained information about Chinese year reckoning.? 
Already in the time of Hamd Allàh Mustawfi Qazwini, who wrote 
in 1339, the observatory lay in ruins,S although in 1300 the il-khàn 
Ghazan had visited and inspected it." 

At the time of the Arab geographers the administrative and 
military center of the region was Ardabil. The town was located in 
a well-watered plain, not far east of the snowy mountain Sawalàn, 
called Sabalàn by the Arabs, the highest mountain in Azerbaijan 
and one of the highest mountains of Persia. Roads to Azerbaijan 
branched out at the town of Zanjan,® but there was yet another 
road to Ardabil, just as today, through Miyäna, Miyänaj in medieval 
sources;? the town may have received this name because of its equal 
distance (about twenty farsakhs) from the two principal towns of 


* Yaqüt, Mujam, IV, 476. Ibid., for the founding of the town by Marwan II (at 
the time of his pilgrimage); cf. Ibn al-Faqih, p. 284. 

5 C. d'Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, 111, 264-66. 

6 Nuzhat al-qulüb, extract in Schefer's ed., p. 219 [ed. Le Strange, p. 87, tr. idem, 
p. 88]. 

? C. d'Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, IV, 271. Barthold's marginal note: in 1304 
Öljeytü, ıbıd., IV, 483. According to de Morgan (Mission, 1, 337) the ruins of the 
observatory have disappeared, the bricks having been used for construction. (See 
also Minorsky, EI", art. “Marägha.”)) (Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 58-64. There are 
several tomb towers still standing in Maragha. See A. Godard, Les monuments de 
Marägha (Paris, 1934); idem, "Notes complémentaires sur les tombeaux de Maragha,” 
AI, 1 (1936), 125-60; Matheson, Persia, an Archaeological Guide, pp. 97-99. Exami- 
nation of the site of Nasir al-Din's observatory, indeed situated on a hill some 1,600 
feet/500 meters above the surrounding plain and to. the north of the town, was 
begun in 1972; see Parviz Vardjavand, "Rapport préliminaire sur les fouilles de 
l'observatoire de Maráqe," Le monde iranten et l'Islam, III (1975), 119-24.] 

5 The bridge in Dubeux, La Perse, fig. 27. 

9 The form Miyäna is already found, however, in Maqdis!, p. 378. 
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Azerbaijan, Ardabil and Maragha.'° Ardabil is mentioned as the 
residence of the region's governor as early as the account of the 
Arab conquest. As a result of the abundance of irrigation, travelers 
as late as the seventeenth century compare Ardabil with Venice; 
for the same reason, however, the mud of the streets of Ardabil 
became proverbial as early as the tenth century.!! As late as the 
fourteenth century, at the time of Mustawfi, the inhabitants con- 
sidered themselves Shafi'is,!? but at the end of the fifteenth century 
the Shi'i movement originated from here, a movement that led to 
the establishment of the new Persian state in which Shi'i Islam 
became the dominant religion. The ancestor of the Safawid dynasty, 
Shaykh Safi al-Din, was probably not a Shi‘i, since Mustawfi says 
about the inhabitants of Ardabil that they were "Shafi'is and murids 
of Shaykh Safi al-Din"; it may be that only the descendant of this 
shaykh, Isma'il, founder of the Safawid dynasty, declared himself 
and his ancestor to be descendants of 'Ali, and raised the banner 
of Shi'i Islam. Shah Isma'il, who died in 1524, was also buried 
in Ardabil;'* as a result of this, the city retained under his descend- 


10 According to Yáqüt, Mu'jam, IV, 716, between Marägha and Tabriz. 

n Cf. Barthold, Turkestan, p. 145, Soch. 1, 200. Ardabil, according to Istakhri, p. 
181, is two-thirds of a farsakh long and wide. 

12 Nuzhat al-qulüb, extract in Schefer, p. 210 fed. Le Strange, p. 81, tr. «dem, p. 84. 
H. Halm, Die Ausbreitung der Säfiitischen Rechtsschule von den Anfängen bis zum 8/14 
Jahrhundert (1974), pp. 138-39.] 

18 For Isma‘ll the Safawid, see also P. Horn, "Geschichte Irans in islamischer 
Zeit," GIPh, 11, 586, after a legendary biography; the epic motif about the "playing 
being a king." See also Barthold, "Khalif i sultan," Soch. VI, 54, 72 ff. Account told 
by Olearius (512) about the Safawid court; the octet (Grand Marshall, after the 
banquet): 


sofra haggina For the sake of [this] repast, 
shäh dewletine For the shah's good fortune, 
ghäziler quwwetine For the ghdzis' strength, 


Allah dvyehm Allah Allah Let us say "Allah Allah”! 

Cf. Barthold, “Khalif i sultan," Sech VI, 54 n. 177. Remarks of Olearius about the 
tomb of Burle-Khatun in Urmiya, the tomb of Qazan-bek near Tabriz; the tomb 
of Qorqud near Darband. Already Shaykh Khwaja 'Ali (d. 1426 or 1429) was a 
Shi'i, see Petrushevskii, Islam, pp. 364-66. [On the origin of the Safawids, see 
W. Hinz, Irans Aufstieg zum Nationalstaat im fünfzehnten Jahrhundert (Berlin and 
Leipzig, 1936); M. M. Mazzaoui, The Origins of the Safawıds. Si'ism, Süfism, and the 
Gulät (Wiesbaden, 1972); Savory, History of the Safavids (Cambridge, 1981).] 

4 Information about the mausoleum in de Morgan, Mission, I, quoting Lebrun; ac- 
cording to Berezin, Puteshestvie, pt. 2, there were four gates and courtyards of the 
mosque, gilding tiles, designs on a dark blue background with gold. Streck, ET, art. 
“Ardabil.” [Frye, EP, s.v. For the buildings making up the shrine complex of Shaykh 
Safi al-Din Isháq, see F. Sarre et al., Denkmäler persischer Baukunst. Geschichtliche 
Untersuchung und Aufnahme muhammedanischer Backsteinbauten m Vorderasien und Per- 
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ants a certain importance.5 Thus Shah “Abbas bestowed upon it, 
as wagf, a rich library.!® Ardabil was taken by [General] Paskevich 
at the beginning of 1828, and the greater part of the library was 
sent as military booty to St. Petersburg, where it is today in the 
public library; among these manuscripts there are many rare and 
precious works. 

The town of Tabriz, the present-day capital of Azerbaijan, is 
believed to have been founded only in the Islamic period, namely, 
at the end of the eighth century, by Zubayda, wife of the caliph 
Härün al-Rashid. In the initial period after its foundation, Tabriz 
remained a village; only under the caliph Mutawakkil (847-861) 
did it become a fortified town, when it was the residence of the 
rebellious general al-Rawwäd al-Azdi and his successor." In the 
tenth century, it was still an insignificant town;!? by the time of the 


sten (Berlin, 1901-1910); F. Sarre, Ardabıl, Grabmoschee des Scheich Safıs (Berlin, 1924); 
A. H. Morton, “The Ardabil Shrine in the Reign of Shah Tahmäsp I,” Iran, JBIPS, 
XII (1974), 31-64; XIII (1975), 39-58.] 

!5 At the beginning of the nineteenth century, there were 4,000 inhabitants in 
all, later 16,000 to 18,000. [Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 51-57. The population in 
1976 was 147,404 (Le monde tranten et l'Islam, IV [1976-1977], 242).] 

16 Shah "Abbas donated Persian books to Ardabil, see Iskandar Munshi, ms. fol. 
202b [ed. Tehran, p. 761, tr. Savory, pp. 954-55.] (Cf. Petrushevskii,, "Vakfnye 
imeniia.”)) 

17 Yägüt, Mu‘jam, 1, 822. However, according to Ya‘qubi, Ta'rikh, II, 446, this 
was under Mansür; al-Rawwäd b. al-Muthannä al-Azdi and Yemeni Arabs. In Ta- 
bari, III, 1,172, there is mention of al-Wajnä’ b. al-Rawwäd, who was served by al- 
Ba'ith (under Mu'tasim). Cf. Le Strange, The Lands, p. 161. 

18 The dynasty of the Sallärids, tenth to eleventh centuries. Al-Marzubán b. Mu- 
hammad b. Musäfir al-Sallär, a Shi'1, born in the Caspian regions, conquered Azer- 
baijan in 330/941-2. In 337 his march on Ray against the Büyid Rukn al-Dawla. 
Marzubän taken prisoner, his father mounts the throne in Ardabil, then his brother 
Wahsüdän, who invites the Kurd Daysam b. Ibrähim, the latter is defeated by 
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Razzáq sent by Rukn al-Dawla, who takes control of Azer- 
baijan, then returns to Ray and from there to Khuräsän. Daysam is driven out of 
Azerbaijan in 342; the region passes back to Marzubàn. The death of Marzubän in 
Ramadan 346/December 957; struggle between Wahsüdän and Marzubän’s sons 
Justän, Ibráhim, and Näsir. Victory of Wahsüdän in 349; struggle between Ibráhim 
and Wahsüdän in the following years. Ultimately, toward 355/966, Ibrahim returned 
to Azerbaijan and took possession of it. After the death of Fakhr al-Dawla (387/ 
997), Wahsüdän’s descendant Ibrahim b. Marzubän b. Isma'il b. Wahsüdän ex- 
tended his domains to Zanjän and Shahrazür. The defeat of Ibrähim in the battle 
with Mas'üd of Ghazna in 420/1029. In this same year Wahsüdän b. Mahlàn (?) 
[read Mamilän] became ruler. In 432 he beat off an attack by the Ghuzz in Tabriz. 
(For the Sal(ljarid (or Musafirid) dynasty, see Sayyid Ahmad Kasrawi, Shahrıyärän- 
1 gumnäm-ı Iran (Tehran, 1307-8/1928-9); Minorsky, La domination des Daiamties ` 
(Paris, 1932).)) [Also in /ranica, Twenty Articles, pp. 12-30.] 
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Mongol invasion, it is already mentioned as the capital of the local 
dynasty of atabeks.* Yägüt, who was there in 1213, speaks of Tabriz 
as a large manufacturing center; the textiles made here were ex- 
ported to every country.!? 

Tabriz gained still greater importance in the thirteenth century 
under Mongol rule, when it became the capital of Persia. This was 
due partly to the necessity of concentrating here the military forces 
of the country in order to repulse the invasions constantly threat- 
ening from the north, partly to natural conditions of the region, 
which always attracted nomads. The latter found here for their 
herds both elevated pasturelands and winter quarters sheltered 
from the winds. The winter quarters of the Mongol khans was the 
valley of a stream called Jaghatu, which flows into Lake Urmiya 
near Marägha, and especially the Müqàn plain on the lower course 
of the Kur. As summer quarters, the mountains Siyah-Küh, that 
is, Qaradagh in Azerbaijan and Alatagh in Armenia, were used; 
near Alatagh was the summer court of the khan Arghun.?? The 
burial place of the first Mongol khans, Hülegü and Abaga, was the 
mountain Shahi or Telia, which is today on a peninsula,?! but at 
that time Lake Urmiya occupied a larger area than now, and the 
mountain was on an island in the midst of the lake. The Hülegids 
had to defend their rule in Azerbaijan constantly against the khans 
of the Golden Horde. The Caspian regions and Azerbaijan were 
already ravaged by the Mongols under Chingiz Khan and, together 


a These atabeks were the Ildegizids or Ildefizids or Eldiguzids, a powerful force 
on northwestern Iran, including Arrän, Jibäl, and most of Azerbaijan (except for 
the area round Marágha held by the parallel Atabek line of the Ahmadilis). See 
Mirza Bala, EP, art. "Ildeniz," and Bosworth, art. “Ildenizids”; Bosworth in Cam- 
bridge History of Iran, V, 169-71, 176 ff. 

19 For Tabriz in Näsir-i Khusraw, see Safar-näma (Tehran lithog.), p. 13: “The 
city is the capital of Azerbaijan—a populous city. I measured its length and width 
by [walking around it and counting] my paces: each [side] was one thousand and 
four hundred [paces]. The name of the ruler of the province of Azerbaijan is 
mentioned in the khutba in this form: the Great Prince Sayf al-Dawla and Sharaf 
al-Milla, Abü Mansür Wahsüdän b. Muhammad, vassal of the Commander of the 
Faithful." He submitted to Toghril Beg in 446/1054. The walls of the city were in 
Yägüt’s time made of brick (Mujam, I, 822); in general “[its] buildings are from 
red carved bricks and stucco, extremely solid.” [Serjeant, Islamic Textiles, pp. 68-69]. 

20 Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, p. 232 fed, Le Strange, p. 101, tr. 
idem, p. 100]. 

21 According to some data, now an island again. See Magdisi, p. 381, for the 
mountain; "There are in Lake Urmiya inhabited mountains [that is, à mountainous 
island; its inhabitants] bind children's feet with chains and ropes lest they roll down 
into the lake." [Barthold and Boyle, EF, art. “Halaga.”] 
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with all the western parts of the empire, they were supposed to 
form part of Jochi’s appanage. But when in the middle of the 
thirteenth century, Möngke khan sent to Persia his brother Hülegü, 
and the latter founded there an independent Mongol state, its 
rulers, the Il-Khanids, also occupied Azerbaijan and refused to 
recognize the rights of the family of Jochi to this region; for their 
part, the Jochids claimed their rights by force of arms several times. 
All these factors combined to make the Mongol khans live primarily 
in Azerbaijan; they continued here their nomadic way of life, and 
they genuinely wished to concentrate the government organs as 
close to their encampments as possible. For this purpose, Tabriz, 
a town that had suffered relatively little in Chingiz Khan's time, 
was chosen. The Mongols approached the town three times, but 
each time the inhabitants succeeded in buying themselves off. This 
fact shows how extensive the material means of the inhabitants 
were, thanks to the development of industry. 

Already at the time of the il-khan Arghun (1284-1291), the Per- 
sian Mongols started displaying a penchant for building. Arghun 
erected several structures in the village of Shanab,? in the western 
environs of Tabriz; the village received from him the name of 
Arghuniyya.?? Arghun had not yet adopted Islam, and the principal 
building erected by him was a temple of idol worshipers; on the 
walls there was a portrait of Arghun himself.?* This temple was 
torn down under Arghun's son, Ghazan (1295-1304), a fervent 
Muslim, one of the most remarkable medieval rulers of Persia. 
While remaining a Mongol and appreciative of Mongol antiquities, 
Ghazan acquired at the same time, to a higher degree than his 
predecessors, the elements of Persian culture, was able to debate 
about astronomical instruments with the learned men of the Ma- 
rägha observatory, and wanted to give Persia the kind of govern- 
mental structure and laws that would satisfy equally the interests 
of the sedentary and of the nomadic population of the country. 

Under Ghazan, Tabriz expanded to the dimensions of the capital 
of an extensive state. Previously, the walls of the city measured only 
6,000 paces in circumference. Ghazan ordered the city, together 
with the neighboring villages, to be surrounded by a new wall whose 
circumference equalled 25,000 paces,” or according to another 


?? Shanab apparently meant "cemetery" in Mongolian. 

23 C. d'Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, IV, 58. 

24 Ibid., IV, 282. 

25 Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, p. 204 [ed. Le Strange, p. 76, tr. 
idem, p. 79]. 
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definition four and one half farsakhs, that is, a little under thirty 
versts;?6 as a result of his death this construction was not finished. 
Like his father, he took a liking to the village of Shanab, which 
under him received the name Ghäzäniyya; most often it was called 
Shanab-i Ghäzän Khan." Here Ghazan erected for himself a mau- 
soleum that surpassed that of Sultàn Sanjar in Marw, which had 
until then been considered by the Muslims to be the tallest build- 
ing;?8 also a mosque; two madrasas, one of these for Hanafis and 
one for the Shafi'is; and a whole number of other buildings. His 
vizier, the historian Rashid al-Din, erected buildings in one of the 
quarters, which received after him the name Rab'-i Rashidi or 
Rashidiyya, in the eastern part of the city.?? To the other vizier, 
Taj al-Din “Ali-Shäh, the person responsible for Rashid al-Din's 
death, is due the building of a mosque that is still partly standing 
in the citadel in the southwestern part of the city.?? A detailed 
description of the buildings, owed to the fifteenth-century Arab 
historian al-'Ayni, was published by the late Baron V. Tiesenhau- 
sen.?! According to Mustawfi,?? “an immeasurable quantity of mar- 
ble" was used for this construction.?? By the seventeenth century, 
only the cupola was intact. In the nineteenth century, the remain- 
ders of the buildings were turned into a military depot and an 
observation tower, and in 1850 the Bäb, founder of the sect of the 
Babis, was executed here. 

Mustawfi affirms in 1339 that all of the rest of Iran did not t have 


26 C, d'Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, IV, 276. Ten gates down to the time of the 
Mongols, six gates in the fourteenth century, eight gates today (after Berezin, Pu- 
teshestvne, pt. 2). The gate Waliyan, where the Rab'-i Rashidi was situated, lay, 
according to Mustawfi, inside the walls built under Ghazan Khan. 

27 According to Minorsky (personal communication), Shamghäzän is now the 
northwestern quarter of the Tabriz. 

28 See above, p. 42. For Ghazan Khan's mausoleum, see Wilber, The Architecture 
of Islamic Iran. The Il Khanid Pertod, pp. 124-26. 

29 Rashid al-Din, ed. Quatremere, p. Lett, (For the Rab'-i Rashidi, see information 
in Rashid al-Din's Mukdtabat.)) 

30 Under Shah ‘Abbas in 1610, the old citadel, easily flooded from the river, was 
destroyed, and a new one was built in the Rab'-i Rashidi (Iskandar Munshi, ms., 
fol. 238b) [ed. Tehran, p. 826, tr. Savory, pp. 1,032-33]. According to Chardin, this 
fortress too was abandoned under 'Abbàs's successors. 

3 ("O mecheti Alishakha.") 

32 Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, p. 205 fed. Le Strange, p. 77, tr. idem, p. 80]. 
The mosque of "Ali-Sháh was built at the gate called Kharbanda (Tiesenhausen, 
"O mecheti Alishakha," p. 116); iind., for the Turkish sacking in 1635. However, 
according to Chardin, the lower part of the mosque was subsequently rebuilt and 
in his time was used for worship. 

ss For marble quarries near Tabriz, see Sharaf al-Din Yazdi, I, 802; marble was 
used for the construction of the palace called Bagh-i Shimäl in 1397. 
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as many high and beautiful buildings as Tabriz. After the fall of 
the Mongol dynasty of Persia, the city became the capital of the 
dynasty of the Jalàyirids, then of the Türkmens of the Black Sheep 
(Oara Qoyunlu), and finally of those of the White Sheep (Aq 
Qoyunlu), and it retained its importance in the fifteenth century 
despite the calamities that befell it at the end of the fourteenth 
century. In 1385 Toqtamish plundered it, and in 1386 Timür. How 
quickly the city managed to recover is seen from the report of 
Clavijo, who passed through it in 1404. Tabriz made on him the 
impression of an enormous and rich city with 200,000 inhabitants; 
a vast amount of goods passed through it every day. He describes 
the huge house built by Sultàn Uways (1356-1374) of the Jaläyirid 
dynasty: it comprised 20,000 rooms and had the name of Dawlat- 
khäna. The city had no walls at the time.** 

To the fifteenth century, namely, to the time of Jahänshäh, khan 
of the Qara Qoyunlu Türkmens (1437-1467), pertains the best of 
those buildings of Tabriz, the remainders of which are preserved 
to this day, namely, the so-called "blue mosque," Masjid-i Kabüd, 
which received its name from the color of the magnificent glazed 
tiles that had once adorned it. An illustration of the ruins of this 
mosque is to be found in Curzon's book.55 The building suffered 
a great deal from the earthquakes that frequently afflict Tabriz.36 
Mustawfi asserts?" that after the earthquake of 434/1042,3® meas- 
ures were taken during the reconstruction of the city, upon the 


34 Clavijo, tr. Sreznevskii, pp. 167-70; tr. Le Strange, pp. 153-54. 

38 Persia, I, 520. 

36 “The blue mosque" is in a still more westerly location than the citadel. The 
mosque is a Sunni one, with a Sunni cemetery nearby. The plan and description 
appear in Texier, Description, 11, 48-50. Chardin, Voyages, ed. 1811, II, 330 ff., atlas, 
pl. XL and Tavernier, Les six voyages, I, 58-59, saw the building in its entirety; it 
suffered from the earthquake of 1776. The colors are blue, white, gold, black, and 
green. Texier, Description, about the simplicity and at the same time impressiveness 
of the plan; the entrance arch was 15 meters high, the first hall 16 meters square, 
the second 11 meters square; the extant base of the minaret is 2 meters 60 centi- 
meters in diameter, the cupola some 30 meters high (estimate). The Masjid-i Kabüd 
is also in Dubeux, La Perse, p. 25; Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 42. (For the 
date of the mosque's construction, see Minorsky, "Geographical Factors in Persian 
Art," BSOS, IX (1938), 633.) [Also in Iranica, Twenty Articles, p. 50 n. 1. For earth- 
quakes in the district, see C. Melville, "Historical Monuments and Earthquakes in 
Tabriz," Iran, JBIPS, XX (1981), 159-77.] 

37 Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, p. 204 jed. Le Strange, pp. 75-76, tr. idem, p. 
79]. 

ss The earthquake of 434 is also mentioned in Näsir-i Khusraw (Thursday, Rabi" 
1/4 November 1042); one part of the town was destroyed, the other did not suffer; 
up to 40,000 people perished. 


221 


AZERBAIJAN, ARMENIA 


advice of an astrologer, in order to prevent a repetition of the 
catastrophe. The astrologer maintained that the danger of earth- 
quakes was thenceforward removed, and, indeed, none took place 
after then until the author's time, that is, for three hundred years.?? 
On the other hand, the city was stricken by terrible earthquakes in 
1721 and 1780; in the former, 80,000 people, perished, in the latter, 
40,000.49 Despite all this, the city did not lose its importance, al- 
though in the sixteenth century it ceased to be the country's capital. 
In the seventeenth century Chardin*! stated that it had 550,000 
inhabitants, and that its area was larger than that of any other city 
he saw, far surpassing that of Isfahan." At the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, there were in Tabriz 50,000 inhabitants in all, 
and according to some reports only 30,000; since then, however, 
it has become again a lively commercial place and, according to 
some statements, the most populous city of Persia: up to 240,000 
inhabitants are estimated to live there, that is, somewhat more than 
in Tehran.? In the nineteenth century, the city was usually the 


39 For Tabriz (at the end of the fourteenth and the beginning of the fifteenth 
century)), see Schiltberger, Puteshestu:e, p. 44. The center of an enormous volume 
of trading; it provides the King of Persia with an income which surpasses that of 
even the most powerful Christian monarch. 

40 Curzon, Persia, I, 518. 

*! Voyages, ed. 1735, 1, 256-57. 

42 According to Chardin, there are nine quarters in the city; according to Jackson, 
twenty-four. Division in Chardin's time into Haydaris and Ni'matallahis, as in other 
towns. Minorsky's observations in 1914 in Shushtar and Dizfül (Matenaly, p. 271). 

# According to de Morgan, Mission, I, 322, there were in Tabriz about 100,000 
inhabitants; the bazaar was large and good, but the number of its shops was well 
below the 15,000 of Chardin's time. The wall in the nineteenth century under 
"Abbas Mirza; according to Ker-Porter, it was 6,000 yards in circumference; ac- 
cording to other sources, three and a half and three and a quarter miles; according 
to Berezin, Puteshestvie, pt. 2, p. 55, four and a half versts. Jackson, Persia Past and 
Present, p. 44, is of the opinion that the old wall surrounded the most ancient part 
of the city; in Dieulafoy's opinion, the city in the course of 600 years moved over 
a distance of 12 kilometers and is still moving in the direction of the river. Verses 
about the people of Tabriz in Browne, A Year amongst the Persians, p. 77 [2nd edition, 
p. 84]: 

zt Tabrizi bi-juz hizi [?khizi] na-bini 

haman bihtar ki Tabrizi na-bini 

[Browne's translation: 

From a Tabrizi thou wilt see naught but rascality: 
Even this is best, that thou shouldst not see a Tabrizi.] 
The population in [1976 was 598,576; it is now the fourth largest city in modern 
Iran, after Tehran, Isfahan, and Mashhad (Le monde iramen et l'Islam, IV [1976- 
19771), 242]. 
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residence of the heir apparent.** In Tabriz is the juncture of the 
road from Russia across Transcaucasia with that from western Eu- 
rope and Turkey through Trebizond. The latter road was restored 
in the nineteenth century by 'Abbàs Mirzä, but it is already men- 
tioned by the tenth-century geographers; the greater part of Greek 
wares brought to Muslim countries went through Trebizond.** 
Under the Mongols, yet another town, Üjàn, was founded or 
rebuilt in Azerbaijan; it was situated eight farsakhs from Tabriz on 
the way to Miyàna. The rebuilding of this town was also the work 
of Ghazan Khan, who called it Shahr-i Islam; revenues from it and 
from the surrounding villages were reserved for Ghazan's pious 
foundations. In Ujän there was still situated in the nineteenth cen- 
tury one of the summer palaces of the shàh; the little town was 
considered to be one of the coolest places of Persia.4 In the four- 
teenth century a Christian community, among other things, was 
here." Further on the road to Miyàna is the village of Turkmän- 
chay, where peace was concluded in 1828.5 As early as the four- 
teenth century there was here the village of Dih-i Turkmänän, six 
farsakhs from Miyàna; Clavijo mentions here the Türkmen village 
of Tucelar (Tuzlar).*? The Turks constitute today, as is well known, 
the majority of the population of Azerbaijan, not only of the no- 
madic part but also of the sedentary;*? the language of the sed- 
entary Azerbaijanis, which has a literature, belongs, together with 
the language of the Türkmens and that of the Ottomans, to the 


44 (For the history of Tabriz and its monuments, see also V. Minorsky, EI, art. 
“Tabriz”; Survey of Persian Art, IL, V; Wilber, The Architecture of Islamic Iran.) {Lock- 
hart, Perstan Cities, pp. 10-17. One should note the prominent part that Tabriz and 
its citizens played in the Constitutionalist movement in the first decade of the cen- 
tury.] 

% Ibn Hawgal, p. 246. [C. Issawi, “The Tabrız-Trabzon Trade, 1830-1900; Rise 
and Decline of a Route," (MES, 1 (1970), 18-27.] 

46 Later in ruins, described in W. Ouseley, Travels ın Various Countries of the East 
(London, 1819-1823), III, 394, Chaman-ı Ujan. 

47 Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, p. 209 fed. Le Strange, p. 80, tr. 
idem, p. 83]. 

b That is, the peace made between Russia and Iran after the war of 1826. Clavijo 
passed through the village, calling it Tunglar and Tucelar (? Türkler), both on the 
way to Samarqand and on his return; see his travel narrative, ed. Sreznevskii, pp. 
172, 354, tr. Le Strange, pp. 155, 309, and V. Minorsky, EI, art. "Turkmin-čai." 

48 Tr. Sreznevskii, p. 172; tr. Le Strange, p. 309. 

19 The Turkish character of the population; the first village where the Persian 
language predominates is Kirishkin, before Qazwin (Browne, A Year amongst the 
Persians, p. 77). Even in Qazwin almost everybody also knows Turkish (zbid., p. 78, 
2nd ed., pp. 85-86. 
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so-called South Turkic group." With respect to religion, Azerbaijani 
Turks are as zealously Shi'i as the Persians. 

Among the towns and villages situated in the basin of Lake Ur- 
miya, those that have retained their medieval names are, besides 
Tabriz and Marägha, Dih-Kharraqàn, Khöy, Marand, Salmäs, Ur- 
miya, and others. No fish can live in the water of the lake on account 
of its extremely high salinity, and even bathing is impossible; we 
have already mentioned the change in the level of the lake. Tt used 
to be called by pre-Islamic Persians Chichasht,? a name still en- 
countered in the fourteenth century;?! now it is known by the name 
Daryä-yi Shahi. On its shore, especially in Dih-Kharraqàn, excellent 
marble is quarried, which the khans and viziers of the Mongol 
period used for their construction; its quarrying is allowed only by 
the express permission of the shäh. The town of Urmiya is also 
noteworthy as the center of Persian Nestorians, who, as is known, 
have recently joined the Orthodox (ah. 

The mountains of the northeastern part of Azerbaijan are called 
Qaradagh. Here took place in the ninth century the last struggle 
of the heretic Babak with the armies of the “Abbasid government 
under Afshin. The latter's base of operation was the town of Bar- 
zand, fourteen farsakhs from Ardabil on the road to the Kur;?? 
from there it was two farsakhs to each of the defensive trenches 
dug by Afshin, and from the last trench it was still one farsakh to 
Babak's capital, called by the Arabs al-Badhdh.5* The followers of 
Bäbak, the so-called Khurramiyya or Khurramdiniyya, in the tenth 
century still lived south of Azerbaijan in inaccessible mountains. In 
their villages, according to Magdisi, there were no mosques, and 
the inhabitants did not observe the religious duties of Islam;?? to 


* For the Azeri language and its literature, see A. Caferoğlu, ER, art. "Adhari"; 
idem and G. Doerfer, in Philologiae turcicae fundamenta, Y (Wiesbaden, 1959), 280- 
307 (Azeri language), and Caferoğlu, in II (Wiesbaden, 1964), 635-99 (Azeri lit- 
erature). 

5» Cf, Marquart, Eränsahr, p. 108. [In the period of the Pahlavi sháhs, Lake Urmiya 
and the nearby town of that name were renamed Ridä’iyya (Rezaieh) after the 
founder of the line; since 1979, they have reverted to the old designation.] 

5! Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, extr. in Schefer, pp. 217 ff. [ed. Le Strange, p. 85, 
tr. idem, p. 87]. 

52 The church of St. Mary and its picture in Jackson (Persia Past and Present), p. 
101; legend about (the burial of)) the Magi. 

53 According to Istakhri, about fifteen farsakhs. 

54 [bn Khurradadhbih, tr. p. 92. Al-Badhdh madinat Babak on the river Kalan 
Rüdh, Yàqüt, Mu 7am, IV, 297. IC E. Bosworth, EI? Suppl., s.v.]. 

ss Maqdisi, pp. 398-99. 
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Maqdisi's question of why the Muslims left them in peace, they 
answered that they recognized one God and that, besides, every 
year they brought a considerable sum of money to the government's 
treasury.5 

Azerbaijan constitutes at present a border region of Persia, which 
approximately corresponds to the ethnic borders of the Iranian 
population in antiquity." The cultural influence of the Iranians, 
however, and sometimes even the political rule of Persia spread 
over the neighboring areas of Armenia, Albania (Arrän among the 
Muslims), Iberia (Georgia), and present-day Däghistän, with the 
famous Darband pass. All of these regions were originally inhabited 
by populations of non-Aryan stock, which in some respects reached 
a considerable cultural level well before the arrival of the Aryans, 
and which subsequently came under, for longer than Iran, the 
influence of Greek and Christian civilizations; at the time of tenth- 
century Arab geographers, the towns of Armenia and Transcau- 
casia still surpassed in their commercial and industrial evolution 
the towns of Azerbaijan.? The question of the ethnic origin of the 
Armenians has not yet been fully solved; some scholars, such as 
Hübschmann, consider the Armenians to be a special branch of 
the Indo-Europeans, others believe that the inhabitants of Armenia 
together with the ancient Hittites and the inhabitants of Albania 
and Georgia constituted a special, so-called Alarod group that had 
no connection with the Aryans. The Alarods are mentioned by 
Herodotus ('AXagóótou); in Assyrian inscriptions there is mention 
of the kingdom of Urartu, whose center, as we know from this 
kingdom's own inscriptions, was situated near Lake Van H Con- 


56 Muhammad b. al-Ba'ith, associate, then enemy of Bábak. Tabari, III, 1,388, 
about his Persian verses. Tabriz and the island of Shähi; for the latter, see Tabari, 
III, 1,380. [On the Khurramiyya, see Gh. H. Sadighi, Les mouvements religieux iraniens 
au Ile et au IHe siècle de Uhögıre (Paris, 1938), pp. 187-280; B. S. Amoretti, “Sects and 
Heresies,” in Cambridge History of Iran, IV, 503-509; W. Madelung, ER. s.v.]. 

57 (For the historical geography and history of Azerbaijan, see also: Hudüd al- 
‘alam, tr. Minorsky, pp. 394-411; Miklukho-Maklai, “Geograficheskoe sochinenie"; 
Petrushevskii, "Khamdallakh Kazvini"; idem, *Gosudarstva Azerbaidzhana v XV 
veke"; idem, Ocherki, A. Ali-zade, Ist. Azerbaidzhana; Minorsky, Studis in Caucasian 
History (London, 1953); also the literature indicated in Spuler; Iran in früh-islamischer 
Zeit, pp. 576-77, and in Barthold, Soch. 11/1, 651 n. 1; p. 766 n. 1; III, 335, 352, 
373.) IV. Minorsky, EP, art. “Ädharbäydjän.”]. 

4 See on these regions the EI arts. "Arminiya," “Arran,” “Däghistän,” and "al. 
Kabk." 

58 ((For the kingdom of Urartu, see now B. B. Piotrovskii, Vanskoe tsarstvo, Urartu 
(Moscow, 1959); for the ethnogenesis of the Armenians, see I. D'iakonov, Prot- 
skhozhdeme.)) (There now exists an English translation of Piotrovskii's book by P. S. 
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nected with the name of this kingdom is also the word Ararat, 
which the Armenians always used as the name of an area, not of 
a mountain; the latter was called Masis. Tenth-century Arab geog- 
raphers called Mount Ararat al-Härith and Lesser Ararat al-Hu- 
wayrith. ; 

Not far from Ararat, on the Araxes, were both Artaksata, capital 
of the Armenian kings at the time of Parthian rule, and Dwin, the 
Dabil of the Arabs, capital of Muslim amirs of Armenia. The town 
was larger than Ardabil; the textiles made there were famous. Ar- 
. menian rugs are mentioned among the gifts sent by Mahmüd of 
Ghazna to Qadir Khan of Kàshghar.5? Through Dwin passed the 
trade route from Trebizond;9? subsequently, an attempt was made 
to reroute it more directly through Äni, on the Arpa-chay, a trib- 
utary of the Araxes. The tenth-century kings of the Bagratid dy- 
nasty lived in Àni, to be succeeded in 1044 by Byzantine governors, 
in 1072 by Muslim amirs of the Shaddàdid dynasty, and in the 
twelfth century again by Armenian princes, under the suzerainty 
first of the Georgian kings and then of the Mongol khans. The 
ruins of Äni have been studied in detail by N. Ia. Marr, according 
to whom they constitute “a whole museum of Armenian art.”®! 

That part of Armenia which now constitutes the province of 
Erivan and the region of Kars was in the modern period, especially 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, still the object of a 
struggle between the Ottoman sultàns and the Persian sháhs. Thus 
in 1590 the Persians were obliged by an agreement to cede to the 
Turks all the Transcaucasian regions and even Azerbaijan. In 1603 
and 1604, however, Shäh 'Abbàs recovered all these areas and 
even took Kars. The province of Erivan, which had previously been 
divided into the khanates of Erivan and Nakhchiwàn, was annexed 
[by Russia] in 1828 from the Persians, and the region of Kars was 
annexed from the Turks in 1878. Nakhchiwàn and Kars are fre- 
quently mentioned in the Middle Ages.9? Erivan originated as a 
village in Timür's time, and became a town only in the sixteenth 





Gelling, Urartu—The Kingdom of Van and Its Art (London, 1967); see also R. Grousset, 
Histoire de l'Arménie des origines à 1071 (Paris, 1947); C. A. Burney and D, M. Lang, 
Peoples of the Hills, Ancient Ararat and Caucasus (London, 1971), pp. 127-82.] 

se Barthold, Turkestan, p. 284, Soch. I, p. 345. 

60 (For Dwin, see Minorsky, "Le nom de Dvin en Arménie," JA, CCXIX (1930), 
41-52.) [Also in /ranıca, Twenty Articles, pp. 1-11; M. Canard, EI, art. "Dwin."]. 

61 (Marr, "Ani, stolitsa drevnei Armenii." See also idem, Ani; Orbeli, “Razvaliny 
Ani”; idem, "Kratkii putevoditel' "; Barthold, El’, art. "Ani," Sech, ITI, 327-30; Bar- 
thold and Minorsky, EP, art. "Àni.")) 

62 (See Barthold, EI. art. "Kars.") 
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century under Shah Isma"il, when it also received its present-day 
name.” The strong fortress of Beyazit southwest of Ararat re- 
mained in Turkish hands and in the nineteenth century was still 
the capital of a semi-independent Kurdish state. 

The Araxes river, which used to have an estuary separate from 
that of the Kur, also constituted the border between Azerbaijan 
and Arrän, ancient Albania. The present-day province of Elisa- 
vetpol' and a portion of that of Bäkü used to be parts of Arrän; 
Arràn in the narrow sense of the word was understood to include 
the area between the Araxes and the Kur. Like Armenia, Arrän 
too was originally inhabited by a population of non-Aryan stock. 
Tenth-century Arab geographers still speak of a distinct Arrän 
language, and according to Armenian reports, a special alphabet 
was invented for this language in the fifth century. The chief 
town of Arrän was Partav, the Bardha'a or Barda' of the Arabs, 
and the site is today marked by ruins near the village of Barda not 
far from the estuary of the Terter into the Kur; the Arabs reckoned 
the distance from Bardha'a to the banks of the Kur to be two or 
three farsakhs. In the tenth century, it surpassed in size all the 
other towns of Transcaucasia and Azerbaijan, and covered an area 
one farsakh long and somewhat less wide; from among the towns 
between Irag% and Khuräsän, only Ray and Isfahan were larger. 
Near the gate there was a huge bazaar held on holidays; the silk 
produced there was exported to Fars and Khüzistän.% According 
to Maqdisi’s definition, the city was, as it were, the "Baghdad" of 
this country.” The riches of the town must have been the cause of 
its being plundered by the Ris at the time of the 943 campaign.® 


e (For the ancient Urartian settlement of Erebuni (eighth to seventh centuries 
B.C.), see Oganesian, Arın-berd. For the historical geography of Armenia, see also 
Markwart, Südarmenten; Manandian, O torgovle 1 gorodakh; idem, Goroda Armenu; 
K. V. Trever, Kultura drevna Armenu; M. Canard, EP, art. “Arminiya.”)) 

% Marquart, Eränsahr, p. 117. (For Arran, see also Barthold, EI, art. “Arran,” 
Soch. 111, 334-35; Hudüd al-'alam, tr. Minorsky, pp. 398-411; V. Minorsky, “Cau- 
casica IV," BSOAS, XV (1953), 504-29. For monuments of ancient Albanian liter- 
ature, see now Trever, Kavkazshata Albaniia, pp. 335-53; Klimov, "K sostoianiiu 
deshifrovki.") 

55 (In the text there is a misprint; correction to "Iranom" by Barthold's hand.) 

66 Istakhri, p. 183. [Serjeant, Islamtc Textiles, p. 69.]. 

9? Magdisi, p. 375. See Barthold, EI, art. "Bardha'a," (Soch. III, 372-73.) [D. M. 
Dunlop, EP, s.v.] Silk production and export. The tower in Dorn's time, from the 
fourteenth century. (Khanikoff concerning the date 722/1322); destruction of the 
town in Nädir Shäh’s time. 

68 (Cf. A. Iakubovskii, "Ibn-Miskaveikh o pokhode Rusov v Berdaa v 332 g. = 
943/44 g.," Vizantiisku Vremennik, XXIV (1926), 63-92. For the history of the town, 


227 


AZERBAIJAN, ARMENIA 


Bardha'a was the point of departure of all the trade routes across 
Transcaucasia used by the Arabs. These routes comprised the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The road eastward through Shamäkhi to Shirwän, a region 
that constitutes a part of the present-day province of Bäkü, a region 
ruled in the Middle Ages by the dynasty of the Shirwanshahs.9? 
From there it proceeded along the Caspian coast to Darband, the 
Bäb al-Abwäb of the Arabs and the capital of those parts at the 
time;?? the town was larger than Tiflis and was exceeded in size 
only by Bardha'a.?! The port of Baku (Bäküh, later Báküya) is also 
mentioned, but it did not have a great importance at that time; its 
rise occurred only after the Mongol invasion, when European trav- 
elers often called the Caspian sea the Sea of Bákü.?? 

2. The road southeastward to Baylagan, located not far from the 
confluence of the Araxes and the Kur, from there southward to 
Ardabil across the so-called Müqàn steppe,?? and to Vart, the bor- 
der town of Azerbaijan, seven farsakhs south of Baylagän. The 
town of Baylagan was destroyed in 1221 by the Mongols and no 
longer exists, although it was rebuilt under Timür in 1403. Already 
in the year of Clavijo's journey, that is, in 1405, there were up to 
20,000 houses in this town.” 

3. The northwestern road through Ganja, the Janza of the Arabs, 
now Elisavetpol'," to Tiflis. By the thirteenth century, the town 
had reached such a level of industrial development that it was able 
to buy off the Mongols with its textiles.” 


see also the literature given in Barthold, Sech, III, 373.)) [D. S. Margoliouth, “The 
Russian Seizure of Bardha‘ah in 943 A.D.,” BSOS, III (1918), 82-95; W. Madelung, 
in Cambridge History of Iran, IV, 233-34.]. 

69 (CE, Barthold, EI, art. “Shirwan”; Petrushevskii, “Iz istorii Shirvana"; V. Mi- 
norsky, A History of Sharvàn and Darband m the 10th and 11th centuries (Cambridge, 
(1953); Russian tr., Minorskii, ist. Shirvana.)) 

70 Istakhri, p. 184.) 

7 Barthold, EF, art. “Derbend,” Soch. III, 419-30. JH. Carrère d’Encausse, EI, 
art. "Derbend."] Importance of the town and its harbor; a review in ZVORAO, XXI 
((Barthold, “Novoe izvestie o stenakh Derbenta"); see also idem, "K istorii Derbenta"; 
and for new literature about the history of the town, see idem, Soch. 11/1, 786-88; 
III, 430). 

72 Barthold, En, art. “Baka,” Soch. III, 350-52. [A. Bennigsen, EI, art. "Báka."] 
The mosque with an inscription from 471/1078. (Information in Mustawfi about 
a village where the "chief of the priests," buzurg-ı kashishän, called Marjäthiyä, refers 
not to Baki, as Barthold thought (cf. Soch. III, 350-51) but to Maka, See Petru- 
shevskii, "Khamdallakh Kazvini," p. 910.) 

73 (Cf. Minorsky, EI, art. "Mükän.”)) 

JA Tr. Sreznevskii, p. 358 (tr. Le Strange, p. 312; :dem, The Lands, p. 178]. - 

73 (Now the city of Kirovabad in the Azerbaijan SSR.)) 

76 C. d'Ohsson, Histoire des Mongols, 1, 334. Barthold, EP, "Gandja" (Sock. III, 405- 
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4. The road southeastward to the Armenian capital Dwin. 

Under the Säsänids, all these regions belonged to the Persians, 
who protected from the nomads’ raids the two main roads across 
the Caucasus mountain chain, namely, the Caspian Gate, that is, 
the Darband pass, and the Alan Gate, that is, the Daryal Gorge. In 
the latter half of the Middle Ages as well as today, the Turco-Persian 
term Qarabägh instead of the term Arrän has been in use. Mustawfi 
mentions instead of the above-mentioned roads only the road from 
Ardabil to the town of Qarabägh, which should roughly correspond 
to the location of Baylagän, and from there through Ganja to Tiflis.” 
Moreover, a road from Qarabägh southwestward to Tabriz through 
Ahar is mentioned. 





407) fand Barthold-Boyle, EP, s.v.]. The Arab (in terms of the period of its foun- 
dation) town was stili small in Istakhri’s time; account about the earthquake of 533/ 
1138-9; sacked by the Georgians; the gate that had been carried off is in the mon- 
astery of Gelata, the inscription has the date 455/1063; Qara Sonqor, d. 535/1140- 
1. The mausoleum of the poet Nizámi; for it see ZVORAO, XXI (Barthold, "Mogila 
poeta Nizami," Soch, 11/1, 784-85). Picture in Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 3. 
(For the history of Ganja, see also Altman, Zstorichesku ocherk.)) 

77 Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 244 Jed. Le Strange, pp. 181-82, 
tr. idem, pp. 173-74]. (See also Barthold, EI, arts. “Arran” and “Daghestan,” Soch, 
III, 334-35, 408-18.)) [R. N. Frye, EP, art. “Arran”; Barthold and A. Bennigsen, 
art. "Daghistan"; C. E. Bosworth, art. "Kara Bagh.”] 
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